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TUTBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 

“  Kingsley,” 

44  Rolleston  Road, 
Burton-on-Trent 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Tutbury  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1949. 

In  making  this,  my  last  Annual  Report  to  you 
before  my  retirement,  I  think  it  fitting  that  I  should  make 
a  short  review  of  your  health  services  from  October,  1938 
to  the  end  of  1 949. 

I  was  the  first  of  your  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
who  was  fully  occupied  in  Public  Heath  work,  your 
previous  Medical  Officers  having  been  part  time  and 
engaged  in  general  practise. 

On  taking  up  my  duties  I  was  at  once  convinced 
that  your  District  was  quite  large  enough  to  need  a  full 
time  Sanitary  Inspector.  One  man,  Mr.  Broad,  filled  the 
two  posts  of  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  and  there 
were  some  duties  which,  for  lack  of  time  he  could  not 
adequately  carry  out.  He  had  no  time  to  carry  out 
routine  housing  inspections  to  a  desirable  extent,  nor  fully 
to  carry  out  meat  inspection  in  this  large  area. 

The  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on  now  having 
a  full  time  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  be 
fully  occupied. 

Up  to  the  time  I  took  up  my  duties,  your  Authority 
had  not  used  its  permissive  powers  to  carry  out  immunisa¬ 
tion  against  Diphtheria.  In  view  of  the  ver^  great 
advantage  to  be  gained  by  this  measure,  I  brought  the 
matter  before  the  Council  and  it  was  agreed  to  spend 
the  money  necessary.  We  therefore  had  a  very  good 
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start  before  the  nation-wide  scheme  began  in  the  early 
part  of  the  war.  The  time  and  money  spent  in  this 
preventive  treatment  has  yielded  excellent  dividends, 
Diphtheria  having  been  practically  wiped  out.  This  does 
not  mean  that  there  should  be  any  slackening  off  in 
immunisation.  The  Diphtheria  Bacillus  persists,  but  is 
harmless  to  the  person  protected  by  immunisation. 

Steady  progress  in  housing,  sewering  and  water 
supplies  has  been  made  since  the  end  of  the  war. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  great  help 
I  have  always  had  from  members  of  the  staffs  with  whom 
my  duties  have  brought  me  in  contact  so  frequently. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  support  and  courtesy  I  have 
always  received  from  the  Members  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


CHARLES  NIXON  SMITH 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

CHARLES  NIXON  SMITH,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(who  is  also  M.O.H.  Rugeley  Urban  District  and 
Assistant  County  M.O.H  ) 

Sanitary  Inspector : — 

A.  S.  BROAD,  Cert.  R.S.I.  Up  to  1 8th  July,  1949 

A.  LAVELLE,  A.R.San.  I.,  M.S.I.A. 

From  1 8th  July,  1949 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

R.  BRUNNING 

Temporary  Housing  Inspector  : — 

W.  W.  WARREN.  Up  to  30th  June,  1949 

Clerk : — 

Mrs.  E.  M.  COTTON 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  .  .  .  3L7Q8 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident 

Population,  Mid.  1949  .  .  I4.54° 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1949 

according  to  Rate  Books  .  .  4.399 

Rateable  Value  .  .  .  £79.759 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ~  £318 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total  M.  F.  Birth  rate  per  1,000 
LIVE  1  Legitimate  254  1 37  1 17  \  of  estimated  resident 
BIRTHS]  Illegitimate  6  3  3/  population  17.9 


Totals  260  140  120 


STILL  )  Legitimate  9 
Births/  Illegitimate  I 

10 


4  5  \  Rate  per  1,000  total 

I  0  births  (liveandstill) 

—  —  -  3  7 

5  5  Rate  per  1,000  of 

—  —  /estimated  resident 

population  0.69 


Deaths  181  86  95  )  Death  rate  per  1 000 

V  of  estimated  resid- 
j  ent  population  1 2.4 
Corrected  for  age 
and  sex  distribu¬ 
tion  II.69 


For  England  and  Wales— Birth  Rate— 16.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  0.39 
Death  Rate — 1 1.7 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  age 

Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  743 

Illegitimate  0  0  0 


Totals  743 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate— 26.9 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

for  England  and  Wales  32 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  29 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  —  Nil 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 


Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  I 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
Rural  District  is  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  and  the  quality  and  quantity  has  been  satis¬ 
factory.  Water  mains  have  been  completed  in  Hanbury 
and  Rolleston  Parishes  and  are  at  present  nearing 
completion  in  Yoxall  Parish.  A  Scheme  has  been 
approved  for  a  public  supply  of  water  to  the  Parishes  of 
Tatenhill  and  Dunstall. 


The  Parish  of  Tutbury  is  supplied  with  water  from 
a  well  and  reservoir  by  the  Rural  District  Council.  The 
quality  is  satisfactory.  Trouble  was  experienced  during 
the  drought  from  a  decrease  in  the  yield  of  the  well,  and 
shift  working  of  the  pump  had  to  be  resorted  to.  The 
Council  are  awaiting  a  report  on  the  supply  and  storage 
position.  A  water  main  was  extended  in  Holts  Lane, 
Tutbury. 


The  water  at  Tutbury  is  chlorinated  as  required  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Bacteriological  examination  and 
chemical  analysis  have  been  made  of  this  water,  and  it 
was  found  that  the  Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive 
Coli)  was  Nil  per  100  ml.  after  48  hours  incubation  at 
370  Cent.  The  Chemical  Analysis  showed  the  water  to 
be  organically  of  satisfactory  quality,  but  very  hard. 


The  hardness  before  boiling  was  41*3° 
The  hardness  after  boiling  was  30.5° 


Temporary  hardness 


10.8° 
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The  number  of  houses  in  the  Rural  District  which 
are  supplied  with  water  from  public  mains  is  as  follows 


PARISH 

No.  of  houses  supplied 

Estimated  population 

with  water  from  public  mains 

served  by  same 

Anslow 

56 

217 

Barton-under-Needwood 

380 

1495 

Branston 

538 

1935 

Dunstall 

38 

137 

Hanbury 

86 

336 

Outwoods 

595 

I844 

Rolleston-on-Dove 

373 

1 1 2 1 

Stretton 

583 

1668 

Tatenhill 

Nil 

Nil 

Tutbury 

540 

1888 

Wychnor 

T 

1 

6 

Yoxall 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

3190 

10647 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Sewers  were  laid  in  Beacon  Road  and  in  the  new 
street  known  as  Beacon  Drive,  Rolleston,  and  in  Holts 
Lane,  Tutbury  Schemes  have  been  approved  for  new 
sewers  in  Craythorne  Lane.  Stretton,  Holts  Lane  and 
Fishpond  Lane,  Tutbury,  and  in  a  proposed  new  street 
off  Church  Road,  Stretton. 

Schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  being 
prepared  for  the  Parishes  of  Yoxall,  Tatenhill,  Hanbury, 
Anslow,  Rolleston  and  a  portion  of  Dunstall.  A  new 
sewage  pumping  station  for  Rolleston  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  is  in  course  of  construction. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  domestic  scavenging  scheme  previously 
carried  out  by  direct  labour  in  six  Parishes  has  been 
extended  to  every  Parish  except  Hanbury,  and  the  work 
has  been  of  a  satisfactory  standard  through  the  year. 

The  domestic  scavenging  in  the  Parish  of  Hanbury 
is  carried  out  by  contract,  but  in  view  of  the  more 
satisfactory  standard  attained  by  direct  labour,  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  scheme  by  direct  labour  will  be 
extended  to  Hanbury  in  1950. 
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Closet  Accommodation, 

125  privies  or  pan  closets  have  been  abolished  and 
water  closets  substituted  by  owners  during  the  year. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

There  has  been  one  smoke  nuisance  during  the  year. 
Notice  was  served  requiring  the  abatement  of  the 
nuisance,  and  no  further  action  has  been  necessary. 


Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  recognised  camping  sites  in  the 
District. 


Swimming  Baths. 

The  only  swimming  bath  in  the  district  is  a 
privately  owned  one  in  the  village  of  Rolleston-on-Dove. 
This  appears  to  be  well  managed  and  supervised. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  disinfestations  have  been  necessary. 

Five  new  Council  Houses  were  found  to  be  slightly 
infested  with  crickets.  Insecticide  powder  containing 
D.D.T.  was  supplied  to  the  tenants,  and  the  infestation 
was  overcome  in  approximately  one  month. 
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SECTION  D 

HOUSING 


i.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the 
Year:— 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  361 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  1350 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  Nil 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  Nil 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  4 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  in  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  1 35 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  With¬ 
out  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren¬ 
dered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  245 
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Housing  Survey. 

In  June,  1949,  Mr.  W.  W.  Warren  relinquished  his 
appointment  as  temporary  Housing  Inspector,  having 
completed  the  Housing  Survey. 

The  details  of  the  Survey  are  as  follows : — 

Number  of  houses.  Classification 


(a)  (b) 

In  Parish  Surveyed 

4078  3H  7 


3  and  4  5 

589  406 


I  2 

1598  524 


19  notices  were  served  as  a  result  of  the  inspections. 
The  work  has  been  completed  in  10  cases,  and  in  a  further 
3  cases  orders  have  been  given  to  builders  for  the  work 
to  be  carried  out. 

During  the  year  6  private  enterprise  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied,  and  a  further  6  commenced. 
One  further  house  was  converted  into  two. 

67  Council  Houses  were  completed  and  occupied. 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  of  the  district  have  been 
inspected  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  department. 

Inspections  of  food  shops  in  the  district  have  been 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  staff.  Twelve  condem¬ 
nation  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  quantities  of 
food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Infectious  Diseases 

There  has  been  no  unusual  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease. 


Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  proceeded  as 
usual  at  the  five  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  District. 


The  records  of  immunisation  of  the  District  are 
now  kept  by  the  Uttoxeter  Area  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  will  doubtless  be  referred  to  in  his  Annual  Report. 


There  have  been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the 

year. 


The  value  of  a  combination  of  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  immunisation  is  still  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  general  adoption 
of  this  procedure  is  not  yet  recommended. 


Primary  Immunisations 

1 3 1  Children  under  five  years  of  age  were  treated. 
14  Children  of  school  age  were  treated. 


Reinforcing  Injections 

107  School  children  were  treated. 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

37 

9 

Nil 

Pnuemonia 

3 

Nil 

3 

Erysipelas 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Undulant  Fever 

2 

2 

Nil 

Polio-encephalitis 

I 

I 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  B  Fever 

I 

I 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

167 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

51 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

14 


Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Undulant  Fever 
Polio-encephalitis 
Paratyphoid  B  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Food  Poisoning 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Disease 
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Under 

I 
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ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register,  31st  December,  1949 


Males  Females  Total 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

4  ]  2i  23  io  97 

The  total  figure  of  97  is  an  increase  of  9  cases  as  compared  with 
the  figure  at  the  end  of  1948 

Of  the  new  cases,  three  were  transferred  from  other 
districts. 

Accommodation  in  Sanatoria  is  inadequate.  I  am  informed 
that  this  is  largely  due  to  lack  of  nurses.  The  fact  that  Sanatoria 
are  mostly  in  the  country  districts  some  miles  from  towns,  may 
be  a  factor  in  this  shortage,  and  it  may  be  that  considerable 
increase  in  pay  is  the  only  solution.  Doubtless  the  Regional 
Hospital  Boards  and  Ministry  of  Health  are  giving  this  urgent 
matter  the  fullest  consideration. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


AGE  PERIODS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  I 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— . 

— 

6—15 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

16—25 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26-35 

I 

3 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

36—45 

I 

1 

— 

— 

I 

— ■ 

— 

■ — 

46—55 

3 

1 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

56-65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

■ 

' 

— 

— 

— 

■  '  ■ 

Totals 

6 

6 

I 

3 

I 

— 

— 
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CANCER 

Deaths  from  Cancer  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Sex 

Under 

26 

26 

to 

35 

36 

to 

45 

46 

to 

55 

56 

to 

65 

66 

to 

7  5 

76 

to 

85 

Over 

85 

total 

M 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

3 

5 

— 

13 

F 

— 

I 

— 

2 

6 

5 

2 

— 
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CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

Several  instances  of  the  occurrence  of  this  disease  in  cattle 
from  farms  in  the  district  have  been  reported  to  me  from 
abattoirs  where  the  disease  has  been  found  by  meat  inspectors. 
Tapeworm  in  humans  infects  cattle  and  produces  the  cysts,  and 
if  these  are  ingested  by  humans  in  insufficiently  cooked  meat 
they  produce  tapeworm,  and  the  ova  from  these  again  may  be 
the  cause  of  infecting  cattle  with  the  cystic  form  of  the  parasite. 
The  danger  to  the  public  seems  small,  the  safeguards  being 
careful  meat  inspection  and  thorough  cooking  of  meat.  Further¬ 
more,  I  am  assured  that  the  keeping  of  meat  in  cold  storage  for 
a  period  of  a  few  weeks  destroys  the  infectivity  of  the  cysts. 

Mr.  Lavelle  has  been  very  active  in  his  endeavours  to 
ascertain  the  presence  of  tapeworm  in  personnel  employed  on  the 
farms  where  a  case  has  occurred.  The  taking  of  many  samples 
of  faeces  and  their  laboratory  examination  for  the  presence  of 
tapeworm  or  their  ova  has  given  negative  results. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Tutbury  Rural  District 
during  the  year  1949 

Causes  of  Death  Male  Female 

All  Causes  86  95 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevers  —  — 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  .  —  — 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  —  — 

4.  Whooping  Cough  —  — 

5.  Diphtheria  .  - —  — 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  3  I 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  — 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  —  — 

9.  Influenza  —  — 

10.  Measles  —  — 

11.  Ac:  polio-myel  and  polio-enceph.  —  — ■ 

12.  Ac:  inf :  enceph  .  - —  — 

13  Cancer  of  buc:  Cav:  and  oesoph:  (M) 

uterus  (F)  4  I 


14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  2  I 

15  Cancer  of  breast  .  • —  7 

Id.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .  7  7 

17.  Diabetes  —  — 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  7  10 

19.  Heart  disease  28  37 

20.  Other  circulatory  diseases  .  3  2 

21.  Bronchitis  6  7 

22.  Pneumonia  3  — 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  .  2  — 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  2  — 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  I 

26.  Appendicitis  —  — 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  .  I  2 

28.  Nephritis  2  3 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abort:  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  .  —  — 

31.  Premature  birth  2  I 

32.  Con:  mal:  birth  inj:  infant  diseases  2  2 

33.  Suicide  —  — 

34.  Road  traffic  acc  :  — 

35.  Other  violent  causes  2  3 

36.  All  other  causes  10  10 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Tutbury  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  first  annual 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Dr.  C.  N.  Smith,  for  adopting  the  practice  of  incor¬ 
porating  a  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  with  his 
annual  report — a  practice  which  is  becoming  general 
throughout  the  country.  I  am  also  indebted  to  my  pre¬ 
decessor  Mr.  A.  S.  Broad,  who  retired  on  the  3 1st  July, 
for  the  help  he  has  given  me  in  smoothing  out  the  initial 
difficulties  always  involved  in  any  new  appointment. 
Thanks  are  also  due  to  my  assistant  Mr.  R.  Brunning, 
for  his  excellent  work  in  the  department  during  the  con¬ 
siderable  period  he  has  had  to  act  alone. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  LAVELLE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Water  Supply. 

16  Samples  of  water  supply  from  private  sources 
were  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  reports, 
and  10  samples  found  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 
The  occupiers  of  the  premises  involved  in  adverse 
reports  were  advised  to  boil  their  water  before  use.  In 
the  case  of  the  Sinai  Cottages,  Branston,  and  the  Forge 
Cottages,  Claymills,  provision  of  a  piped  water  supply 
was  practicable  and  following  notification,  the  owners 
extended  the  South  Staffs.  Water  Company’s  mains  into 
the  premises. 

The  well  in  the  village  at  Tatenhill  adjoins  the 
public  highway,  and  following  an  adverse  report  on  a 
sample  from  the  well,  a  notice  board  was  erected  along¬ 
side  informing  the  public  that  the  water  should  be 
boiled  before  being  used  for  drinking.  The  Tatenhill 
Parish  Council  who  had  meanwhile  cleansed  the  well, 
requested  a  further  sample  and  this  too  was  found  to  be 
unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Housing. 

Demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  two 
houses  during  the  year.  The  repair  of  old  cottage 
property  is  presenting  something  of  a  problem  in  view 
of  high  maintenance  costs.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  owners 
will  take  advantage  of  improvement  grants  under  the 
new  Housing  Act,  1949,  to  effect  an  improvement  in 
housing  amenities  where  such  improvements  can  make 
the  houses  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

125  Houses  with  either  pans  or  wet  ashpits  have 
been  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

72  of  these  are  in  the  parish  of  Tutbury,  and  the 
rapid  progress  in  this  connection  leaves  few  houses 
remaining  for  conversion  in  this  parish  which  was  by 
far  the  biggest  problem  as  far  as  the  conservancy 
question  was  concerned,  and  taking  into  account  the 
availability  of  the  sewers  and  the  water  supply. 

Scavenging. 

Two  new  and  two  old  S  &  D  freighters  are  in  use 
for  refuse  collection  and  disposal.  The  two  new  types 
are  used  for  dry  refuse  only,  and  a  new  body  with  a 
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special  valve  has  been  fitted  on  one  of  the  old  types  to 
enable  it  to  be  used  for  the  emptying  of  pans  and  the 
disposal  of  the  contents  into  a  manhole  on  the  sewers 
without  the  nuisance  associated  with  disposal  on  to  a  tip. 
The  other  old  type  vehicle  is  used  to  collect  and  convey 
suitable  covering  material  for  the  refuse  tips. 

Salvage. 

Tutbury  Rural  District  Council  obtained  seventh 
place  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  Waste  Paper 
Campaign  organised  during  the  year. 

Approximately  seventeen  tons  of  waste  paper  and 
two  tons  of  textiles  and  five  and  a  half  tons  of  metal 
were  disposed  of  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control. 

A  full  time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  by  the 
Council,  and  his  services  were  of  great  value  both  in 
private  dwellings  and  business  premises.  Frequent 
visits  were  made  to  the  refuse  tips  and  control  measures 
taken.  The  sewers  of  six  parishes  received  treatment  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


A  summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


Visits 

Revisits 

Estimated  Kill 

Private  Dwellings 

115 

575 

586 

Business  Premises 

5 

25 

109 

Council  Premises 

46 

230 

570 

Sewers 

6 

12 

Total 

172 

842 

1265 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Cafes.  There  are  seven  cafes  in  the  district,  and 
monthly  visits  have  been  paid  to  them.  The  general 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  good. 

Food  Vendors.  Application  is  being  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food  for  the  approval  of  byelaws  as  to  the 
Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of 
Food  in  the  Open  Air.  This  should  assist  the  local 
authority  in  obtaining  improvements  in  the  hygienic 
conditions  in  the  food  trades.  Already  the  vendors  have 
shown  co-operation  in  following  advice  given  to  improve 
hygienic  conditions. 
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Fish-Frying  Shops.  Regular  visits  were  paid  to 
these  shops  and  structural  alterations  made  in  some  cases 
have  greatly  improved  standards  of  cleanliness. 

Ice  Cream.  The  number  of  ice  cream  vendors  is 
increasing,  and,  prior  to  registration,  visits  were  made  to 
the  premises  and  advice  given  to  enable  the  occupiers  to 
meet  all  the  requirements.  The  manufacturers  of  ice 
cream  have  co-operated  in  commencing  with  a  high 
standard  of  cleanliness  as  far  as  the  premises  are  con¬ 
cerned,  and  are  alive  to  the  need  of  maintaining  a  high 
standard  in  view  of  the  increased  consumption  of  ice 
cream  by  the  public. 

Shops  Act.  The  Staffordshire  County  Council 
has  delegated  duties  under  these  Acts  to  the  local 
authorities,  and  a  register  of  all  shops  in  the  district  is 
being  compiled.  Sixty-four  shops  have  so  far  been 
visited. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Supervision  of  milk  production  was  transferred  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  during  the 
year,  and  the  local  authority  is  now  responsible  for  the 
registration  and  supervision  of  dairies  and  of  the  retail 
distributors  of  milk.  Ten  distributors  and  five  dairy 
premises  have  been  registered  under  the  new  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations. 


Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Several  animals  reared  in  this  area  have  been,  on 
slaughter  at  the  public  abattoir,  found  to  be  infected 
with  the  above  tapeworm.  Enquiries  commenced  about 
the  middle  of  1949  and  have  since  been  continuous.  In¬ 
vestigations  of  each  case  have  been  carried  out  and  have 
involved  enquiries  regarding  the  health  of  the  farmers, 
their  families  and  their  employees,  the  employment  of 
any  displaced  persons  at  any  time  ;  the  purity  of  the 
water  supply  for  the  cattle  and  the  use  of  sewage  sludge 
as  a  fertiliser  on  the  farms. 

One  investigation — involving  the  submitting  of  37 
faecal  samples  to  the  local  public  health  laboratory,  all 
of  which  were  negative,  and  correspondence  with  the 
County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  regarding  the 
tracing  of  displaced  persons  employed  on  the  farm, 
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extended  continuously  over  a  period  of  two  months.  The 
results  of  all  the  investigations  have  so  far  proved 
negative,  but  we  can  rely  on  the  meat  inspectors  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection  via  the  consumption 
of  infected  meat. 

Disinfection. 

Forty-two  houses  were  disinfected  after  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  infectious  disease.  Investigations  were  made  as 
to  the  possible  source  of  each  infection. 

Disinfestation. 

Few  complaints  of  infestation  were  made  during 
the  year.  Five  new  Council  houses  were  found  to  be 
slightly  infested  with  crickets.  Insecticide  powder  con¬ 
taining  D.D.T.  was  supplied  to  the  tenants  and  the 
premises  disinfested. 

Caravans. 

Five  applications  for  the  siting  of  caravans  in 
various  parts  of  the  district  were  made  during  the  year. 
In  each  case  the  caravan  was  sited  close  to  a  house  the 
occupier  of  which  had  agreed  to  the  joint  use  of  sanitary 
accommodation.  It  is  hoped  to  restrict  the  indiscrimin¬ 
ate  placing  of  caravans  throughout  the  district,  a  practice 
which  may  result  in  a  public  health  nuisance  despite 
initial  adequate  arrangements  since  supervision  is  essen¬ 
tial  in  such  cases  and  the  increase  in  applications  will 
create  a  problem  in  supervision.  A  recognised  site  is 
the  solution  to  the  problem,  but  many  applicants  wish 
to  remain  isolated. 
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Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937.  Part  f  of  the  Act. 

1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


M/C 

Number 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

(1) 

line 

No. 

(2) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  I,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

I 

30 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

33 

12 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  f  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

3 

TOTAL 

63 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


No.  of  cases  in 

which  defects 

were  found 

Number  of 

M/C 

line 

No. 

Referred 

cases  in 

PARTICULARS 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

to  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

by  HM. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

which  Pro¬ 
secutions 
were 
instituted 

M/C 

line 

No. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S  1) 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Overcrowding  (S  2) 

5 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S  3) 

6 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S  4) 

7 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S  6) 

8 

8 

Sanitary  ("insufficient 

9 

9 

Conveniences  <  unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

2 

2 

10 

(S  7)  (not  separate  for  sexes 

1 1 

11 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

12 

12 

TOTAL 

60 

4 

4 

60 

t  i.e.  Electrical  Stations  [Section  103  (1)  ].  Institutions  (Sections  104)  and  sites  of  Building 
Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 
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